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Date: June 12, 2018  
 
To: Planning and Sustainability Commission  
 
Re: Manufactured Dwelling Park zoning project   
 
 
 
The Portland Housing Advisory Commission (PHAC) would like to submit a letter of support 
for the Manufactured Dwelling Park (MDP) project.  
 
We would like to note that while all commissioners present supported the spirit of the 
proposal, there was not a unanimous vote in support. A majority of commissioners present 
did vote to support the project, however the vote split should be noted.  There were five 
commissioners in support of the proposal, two votes in opposition and two abstentions.  
We have included the primary concerns raised by some of our fellow commissioners.  
 
This proposal will contribute to the stability and longevity of thousands of affordable 
homes by establishing manufactured dwelling parks as the only allowed land use on 56 
properties citywide where these parks currently exist. We call on you to stabilize these 
homes by adopting the Manufactured Dwelling Park proposal. 
 
Portland’s manufactured dwelling parks provide irreplaceable affordable homes for over 
3,000 households, including older adults, people living with disabilities, veterans, people of 
color, immigrants, and families with children. These are often the only homes affordable to 
Portlanders who would otherwise be priced out of the city or made homeless by rising 
housing costs. In other cases, manufactured housing provides an opportunity for 
Portlanders to escape homelessness and find stable housing.  
 
In 2016, the Oak Leaf Mobile Home Park in Cully was threatened with closure and 
redevelopment. The Oak Leaf was ultimately saved thanks to the tenacious organizing of 
its residents and a significant investment by the Portland Housing Bureau (PHB). As 
property values and redevelopment pressures continue to grow, the MDP project will help 
ensure that thousands of homes are preserved for current and future residents – without 
requiring residents to organize in the face of a threatened closure or the city to make 
multi-million-dollar investments to acquire parks. 
 
 
 
 

 



 
This proposal implements the City’s commitments to affordable housing under the new Comprehensive 
Plan, specifically Policy 5.37 which calls for Portland to preserve mobile home parks as housing for low- and 
moderate-income residents as well as including multiple policies aimed at preventing displacement. Lower-
income households should always have access to stable, affordable homes in Portland. The MDP zoning 
project will help achieve this vision by preventing displacement and ensuring stability for thousands of 
Portlanders. This land use proposal is an important affordable housing preservation measure. 
 
The PHAC commissioners in opposition raised concerns that this project protects the current land use and 
the physical structures of these areas rather than protecting the tenants. It reduces the potential to 
develop new high-density housing in the City and places the burden of preserving affordable housing on 
park owners who may not be inclined or have the resources to maintain and rehabilitate the units in their 
park. Finally, the project seems to be at odds with other current land use proposals. The Residential Infill 
Project and the Better Housing by Design project both encourage thoughtfully designed density where the 
MDP proposal locks in low density housing.  
 
In summary, there are limited resources for affordable housing development and preservation. Neither the 
PHAC or the City wants to see a loss of housing stock that serves low-income populations.  The PHAC 
recognizes that the MDP project is not a perfect solution. More investment is needed to provide safe and 
decent housing for our most vulnerable residents. However, we support the MDP proposal as part of the 
affordable housing continuum.  
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Sarah Zahn  
PHAC Chair 

 


