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June 12, 2018 

 
Portland Planning and Sustainability Commission 
1900 SW 4th Avenue, Suite 7100 
Portland, OR 97201 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RE: Comments in Support of the Manufactured Dwelling Park Zoning Project 

 

To the Portland Planning and Sustainability Commission: 

 

 These comments are submitted on behalf of Housing Land Advocates (“HLA”) in 

support of the Manufactured Dwelling Park (“MDP”) zoning project. HLA is a non-profit 

organization dedicated to advancing the cause of fair and affordable housing through thoughtful 

land use planning. Please include these comments in the record for the proceedings on the MDP 

zoning project. 

 

 HLA encourages the Commission to adopt the proposed comprehensive plan and zoning 

code amendments that are necessary to implement the MDP zoning project because they are 

essential to ensure the continuing availability of an increasingly scarce resource in the City of 

Portland: existing affordable housing. Affordable housing is scarce in Portland Metro, with a 

current deficit of 48,000 housing units. This proposed new zone for MDPs will contribute to the 

stability and longevity of 56 MDPs citywide, which provide affordable homes for over 3,000 

Portland households. MDPs are home to older adults, people living with disabilities, veterans, 

people of color, immigrants, and families with young children. In many cases, these are the only 

homes accessible and affordable to those who would otherwise be priced out of the City. MDPs 

provide opportunities for community members to find stable housing, and this zoning project 
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will protect existing MDPs and increase the City’s development capacity for affordable housing 

by roughly 1,300 affordable units. 

 

 As property values and redevelopment pressures continue to climb, it becomes all the 

more urgent to ensure long-term stability for existing MDPs. By creating protections for existing 

parks, this project will help ensure that thousands of affordable homes are preserved for current 

and future community members. The MDP zoning project helps to implement the City’s anti-

displacement commitments under the new Comprehensive Plan including Policy 5.37, which 

specifically refers to the preservation of mobile home parks. By ensuring and providing more 

affordable housing, the project will prevent displacement and ensure stability for many 

community members. By preserving existing MDPs through this new zoning designation, the 

City can uphold Policy 3.3 by guiding development, growth, and public facility investment in a 

manner that reduces disparities, encourages equitable access to housing, and mitigates the 

impacts of development on displacement and housing affordability.  

 

 This new MDP zone will protect existing parks and also fulfill other goals such as 

economic development. As the May 30, 2018 report indicates, the City of Portland Employment 

Opportunities Analysis identified roughly 70 acres of surplus land that can accommodate general 

employment needs. Therefore, rezoning existing MDPs currently located in employment areas 

for exclusive MDP use will not negatively impact employment land needs.  

 

 Lastly, HLA encourages adoption of the transfer of density provisions that allow MDPs 

to act as sending sites for additional density at other multi-dwelling zoned sites, which will 

provide an economic incentive for MDPs to support long-term stability of the parks. HLA 

supports the two-mile limit on transfers, to ensure that the density transfer program creates 

additional housing opportunities and does not inadvertently contribute to housing inequity. 

 

 HLA supports a variety of housing types everywhere in Portland, priced affordably and 

available in sufficient numbers to meet current and future demand. Low incomes should not 
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prohibit community members from being able to find stable, affordable homes in Portland.     

The City can use this new zone to further its policy of preserving communities to ensure cultural 

stability and provide places for those who face barriers to affordable housing. We encourage the  

Commission to support the MDP zoning project because it ensures housing opportunities for 

low- and moderate-income households and results in more livable, equitable neighborhoods. 

Thank you very much for your attention to this issue. 

 

      Sincerely, 

                                 
      Scott Neil Hilgenberg 

      Housing Land Advocates Secretary 

 

 

 

 


